Whitewashed tomb
Thursday, September 13th, 2007 TH Talk
Big Idea: 

Be a friend who pursues relationships that are truthful and honest. Real relationships are based on more than what other people think and how you appear to them.  
MOVIE: 

The Truman Show-
Clip Times: 55 min mark
STORY:
I hate it when people say one thing to my face and then go say something else to other people. Let’s say you have met a new friend. They seem kind and you begin to think you’ve just met a new best friend. After a while you begin to share some of your personal “stuff” with them. Time goes by and you grow close to your friend. Your friend tells you that they are glad you talk with them because they care for you and want to help you. 
One day you are in school and you overhear your friend telling another group of people 

about all the stuff you’ve shared with them and how dumb they think it is. They all laugh and your “friend” continues to rip you and shoot you down. 

All you can think is “What a hypocrite!!!! I can’t believe I was ever their friend. They are not who they seemed to be.” 

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS AND INTERACTION:

What would you be feeling if that had happened to you? (the friend story)
What would you say to your “friend”? 

Have you ever had anything like that happen to you?

What is a hypocrite? 


Merriam-Webster Dictionary

1 : a person who puts on a false appearance of virtue or religion
2 : a person who acts in contradiction to his or her stated beliefs or feelings

What does it mean to be a hypocrite?

Have you ever said or done something that made you a hypocrite? 

How did it make you or the other person feel when you were caught in your hypocrisy?

What is a true friend?
GROUP:

No one likes a friend who is two-faced, hypocritical, or constantly changing what they say. If it has ever happened to you personally you know it hurts to realize what the other person is really like. If you have been the one who has been talking behind your friend’s back than you know that you are being dishonest and unkind toward your friend and the people you are bad mouthing too. Being a hypocrite hurts a lot of people. 1. YOU 2. OTHER PERSON 3. ALL YOUR FRIENDS AND THOSE WHO KNOW WHAT YOU DID
CONCLUSION:

In the Bible, Jesus talks about a certain group of people who were acting in a way that made them hypocrites. Matt. 23:27 says, “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs—beautiful on the outside but filled on the inside with dead people’s bones and all sorts of impurity.”
Explain a whitewashed tomb. 

What you saw on the outside was not what was on the inside. Jesus was saying the same about the religious leaders of His day. They were the kind of people that would say one thing and do another thing. They were two-faced hypocrites. 

CHALLENGE:

I want to challenge you to not be a whitewashed tomb. Don’t be a hypocrite. Be a friend who pursues relationships that are truthful and honest. Real relationships are based on more than what other people think and how you appear to them. Don’t be the friend who backstabs, who tries to be liked by everyone at the expense of losing your true friends. 
This school year is a new beginning. You all get to meet new people and you get an opportunity to build new friendships. Take that opportunity and use it to be a friend who is honest, caring, and looks out for their friends best interests. 

Don’t be a whitewashed tomb.

SONG:

Watermark- More than a friend

PRAYER:

