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Big Idea:
It is when we are truly honest with God that we find His mercy and grace: 

God never brings us condemnation without offering us grace and healing. He wants to have an intimate relationship with each of us, and goes out of His way to invite us into that relationship. Restoration is God’s focus. 

Into:

Pray

What is “immorality”? (http://www.carm.org/questions/sexual_sin.htm)
· The Greek word for "immorality" is porneia which means illicit sexual intercourse, i.e., fornication, homosexuality, lesbianism, bestiality, etc.  The English word "pornography" is derived from this Greek word.  So, you can see that God desires your holiness.
· 1 Cor. 6:18, "Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body."
The Bible compares our sin to a stain. It is leaves a mark. It can’t be removed from our clothes without something serious happening. It even refers to our sin as a blood stain. That’s a serious stain because it doesn’t come out very easily. It takes something great to get it out. Thankfully we have a solution to the stain problem. It is the free gift that God offers each one of us. 1 John 1:9 says “If we confess our sins he is faithful and just to forgive us of our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” God PROMISES to forgive our sins, all we need to do is ask. Only He can remove that sin stain.

Recap what we’ve talked about over the past 3 weeks with sexual restraint and relationships.
Heartache sucks--- no one wants to experience a broken heart if it can be avoided

Sex is a gift from God to be enjoyed in a way that honors the Giver and respects the boundaries He put on it

Sex outside of marriage is sin (missing the mark) 

Sin has consequences whether we believe it or not (long term or short term)
Tonight I want to focus on 2 things. The first one is this--- if you have already “missed the mark” by experiencing sex in a way it was not designed or created for there is still hope. The second focus for tonight is where we receive that hope and what it looks like in our lives.

The process and the things I want to share with you tonight are things that I have personally had to go through. I want you to know that before I start because this talk isn’t about pointing the finger at YOU and telling what you need to do. Rather, it’s about me sharing with you what I’ve learned and how you can experience the same forgiveness and healing I have experienced. 

A story is told about a man named King David. The story comes from the book of II Samuel chapter 11 and 12. It is a story of romance, war, lies, deceit, and hurt. It is also a story of amazing forgiveness and restoration. 

Main Body (http://www.case-studies.com/biblestudies/david1.htm)
 Summarize the story and retell it in your own words. Don’t glamorize the relationship between David and Bathsheba because she really didn’t have much of a choice in the culture. 
1 Then it happened in the spring, at the time when kings go out to battle, that David sent Joab and his servants with him and all Israel, and they destroyed the sons of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David stayed at Jerusalem. 

2 Now when evening came David arose from his bed and walked around on the roof of the king's house, and from the roof he saw a woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful in appearance. 

3 So David sent and inquired about the woman. And one said, "Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?" 

4 David sent messengers and took her, and when she came to him, he lay with her; and when she had purified herself from her uncleanness, she returned to her house. 

5 The woman conceived; and she sent and told David, and said, "I am pregnant."

6 Then David sent to Joab, saying, "Send me Uriah the Hittite." So Joab sent Uriah to David. 

7 When Uriah came to him, David asked concerning the welfare of Joab and the people and the state of the war. 

8 Then David said to Uriah, "Go down to your house, and wash your feet." And Uriah went out of the king's house, and a present from the king was sent out after him. 

9 But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. 

10 Now when they told David, saying, "Uriah did not go down to his house," David said to Uriah, "Have you not come from a journey? Why did you not go down to your house?" 

11 Uriah said to David, "The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in temporary shelters, and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are camping in the open field. Shall I then go to my house to eat and to drink and to lie with my wife? By your life and the life of your soul, I will not do this thing." 

12 Then David said to Uriah, "Stay here today also, and tomorrow I will let you go." So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 

13 Now David called him, and he ate and drank before him, and he made him drunk; and in the evening he went out to lie on his bed with his lord's servants, but he did not go down to his house. 

14 Now in the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 

15 He had written in the letter, saying, "Place Uriah in the front line of the fiercest battle and withdraw from him, so that he may be struck down and die." 

16 So it was as Joab kept watch on the city, that he put Uriah at the place where he knew there were valiant men. 

17 The men of the city went out and fought against Joab, and some of the people among David's servants fell; and Uriah the Hittite also died. 

18 Then Joab sent and reported to David all the events of the war. 

19 He charged the messenger, saying, "When you have finished telling all the events of the war to the king, 

20 and if it happens that the king's wrath rises and he says to you, 'Why did you go so near to the city to fight? Did you not know that they would shoot from the wall? 

21 'Who struck down Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? Did not a woman throw an upper millstone on him from the wall so that he died at Thebez? Why did you go so near the wall?'--then you shall say, 'Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.'" 

22 So the messenger departed and came and reported to David all that Joab had sent him to tell. 

23 The messenger said to David, "The men prevailed against us and came out against us in the field, but we pressed them as far as the entrance of the gate. 

24 "Moreover, the archers shot at your servants from the wall; so some of the king's servants are dead, and your servant Uriah the Hittite is also dead." 

25 Then David said to the messenger, "Thus you shall say to Joab, 'Do not let this thing displease you, for the sword devours one as well as another; make your battle against the city stronger and overthrow it'; and so encourage him." 

26 Now when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she mourned for her husband. 

27 When the time of mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house and she became his wife; then she bore him a son. But the thing that David had done was evil in the sight of the LORD. 

12:1 Then the LORD sent Nathan to David. And he came to him and said, "There were two men in one city, the one rich and the other poor. 

2 "The rich man had a great many flocks and herds. 

3 "But the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb which he bought and nourished; And it grew up together with him and his children. It would eat of his bread and drink of his cup and lie in his bosom, And was like a daughter to him. 

4 "Now a traveler came to the rich man, And he was unwilling to take from his own flock or his own herd, To prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him; Rather he took the poor man's ewe lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him." 

5 Then David's anger burned greatly against the man, and he said to Nathan, "As the LORD lives, surely the man who has done this deserves to die. 

6 "He must make restitution for the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing and had no compassion." 

7 Nathan then said to David, "You are the man! Thus says the LORD God of Israel, 'It is I who anointed you king over Israel and it is I who delivered you from the hand of Saul. 

8 'I also gave you your master's house and your master's wives into your care, and I gave you the house of Israel and Judah; and if that had been too little, I would have added to you many more things like these! 

9 'Why have you despised the word of the LORD by doing evil in His sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the sons of Ammon. 

10 'Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.' 

11 "Thus says the LORD, 'Behold, I will raise up evil against you from your own household; I will even take your wives before your eyes and give them to your companion, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight. 

12 'Indeed you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, and under the sun.'" 

13 Then David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the LORD." And Nathan said to David, "The LORD also has taken away your sin; you shall not die." 

14 "However, because by this deed you have given occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also that is born to you shall surely die." 

What a crazy story!! The whole point of the story is to show that just because we sin doesn’t mean we are eternally destined to be stuck in that sin without any way of restoring what was taken or lost. In the midst of David’s sin God was hurting and desiring to restore him. God desires for all of us to experience the forgiveness and healing He provided for us by dying on the cross. Sin has a price and He paid that price so we wouldn’t have to. 

The only way I could be forgiven for not being obedient to the physical boundaries God wanted me to honor in my relationship with Maggie was by first acknowledging my failure and error. 
Like David, you will have to be honest with God, and with yourself. 

· Stop trying to hide your sin behind cheap excuses and lies 

· Be willing to deal with and accept the consequences of your sin 

· Totally surrender yourself to God 

· Having accepted His free gift of forgiveness, let Him start the process of rebuilding your life

God is not only willing to help you rebuild, He wants you whole even more than you do! 

So, what does that look like practically and in every day life. I think it is a three step process. Here is what I believe they are:

HOW TO GET CLEAN (http://www.goodmorals.org/pratney.htm)
(1) Expect miracles not magic. God's forgiveness is real and immediate; true healing may take time. 
You can be cured at once; recovery from the damage may take time. Don't be discouraged if it does. You may have many battles, but with Him you will win the war. Trust Him. Rest in the real and ongoing grace of Christ. When David sinned sexually in Scripture he hurt more than himself. The things he did had consequences, and forgiveness does not always stop consequences. (2 Sam. 12:9-14) 

Sin hurts . Live with it. Expect God to show you what you need to be fully free, no matter what it takes. The big miracle is always this: God loves and really forgives. You become not just a forgiven sinner, but a new creation in Christ. (2 Cor. 5:17) "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." ( I John 1:9) 

(2) God is faithful. Your cleansing is not by your own devotion or your own determination. Power over sin comes from a fresh revelation of Christ at your own point of humble (even desperate) need. And remember: You may have times of struggles, doubts and tears, but Jesus never changes. 
When you finally hit bottom, Jesus is already there. "If we believe not, yet He is faithful; He cannot deny Himself." (2 Tim. 2:13) 

(3) Enlist a friend. In the time of His greatest test and temptation, Jesus asked His closest disciples to be with Him in the garden to pray. He Himself was God. His Father was God. He had God the Holy Spirit's power without measure in His life as a man. What did He need friends for? Learn the lesson: even Jesus was not ashamed to ask for friends to be near when He most needed to be strong. If you have a close friend who knows you well enough to pray for you when you face a big battle, he is a friend indeed. (Ecc. 4:9-10).

Big Idea:
It is when we are truly honest with God that we find His mercy and grace: 

God never brings us condemnation without offering us grace and healing. He wants to have an intimate relationship with each of us, and goes out of His way to invite us into that relationship. Restoration is God’s focus. 

Wrapping it all up:

Are you ready for a fresh start? Your life can be healed, restored, and rebuilt, just like David's was. I can tell you from experience that it will not be an easy journey, but it will be the most worthwhile journey of your entire lifetime. 

Do you desire forgiveness? It all starts by saying to God “Yes, I have missed the mark and I have sinned. I can’t go on like this anymore!” That’s it. How awesome is that--- when we are at our lowest point God is waiting there for us to lift us up and make us white as snow. 

God can make a girl who has given away her sexual purity clean again, inside and out. He can give a guy back his manhood and dignity, and give him power to be a promise-keeper. He can restore what is eaten away and give you courage to face the world with a new set of eyes. 

Closing song/Video

“Sin is forgiven”- http://www.youtube.com/user/stoked88 
