Responsibility- TH Talk 4.14.2008

Dan Schmoyer
Intro:

What are words that describe someone who is responsible? (write them down on the board)

Starting tonight we are going to be focusing on something most of you will groan about when you hear the topic. The topic is Responsibility. Over the next 3 weeks each one of us will be focusing on how responsibility relates to different areas of our life. I want to give you guys a chance to discuss a few scenarios that relate to responsibility, 

thinking ahead, and building character. 
Go down to the scenarios……..
You’re sitting in class one day talking with the person next to you. The teacher, who is up at the board writing something down, pauses and turns around and looks at you. Noticing his look you stop talking and begin to pay attention again. Your teacher turns back around and continues to write on the board. As he writes, your friend next to you leans over and begins talking about something they did the past weekend. Trying not to get in trouble you attempt to ignore them and keep looking up at the teacher. All of the sudden the teacher turns around and looks at your friend talking to you and gives you BOTH an extra homework assignment. 
Group Questions:

1) Why do you think the teacher gave both students home work?

2) Was the teacher right for giving the extra home work to BOTH you and your friend?

3) Who is to blame for the extra homework? Teacher? Friend? Or You?

4) What type of response to the extra homework do you think would/could make the situation worse? Better? Why?
5) What steps could you have taken to make sure you did not get the extra homework?

6) Who is responsible for what happened in class? Why?

You’re shopping at Target and the cashier accidentally gives you an extra $20 in your change. Two $20 bills were stuck together. You notice the extra money right outside the store. 
Group Questions:

1) Have you ever had a situation like this come up?

2) What is the easy thing to do?

3) What is the responsible thing to do? Why?
4) How do you think the cashier will feel if you bring the money back? 

5) Who is affected by your decision? (Both good decision and bad)

6) Why is it important to be responsible? 

7) What do honesty, trust, and responsibility have to do with each other? 

It’s Saturday night and you are at a friend’s house watching movies and hanging out. You were told you needed to be home by 1pm. You usually have to be home at 12pm but you were able to convince your parents you need more freedom and could handle being out later. You also tell them they won’t have to come get you because you can get a ride with a friend. Well, 1pm comes and you ask if a friend can take you home. It is past their driving curfew so they can’t take you. At this point you are kind of stuck. Your only option left is to call your parents, wake them up and ask them to come get you. You decide to call them and miracle of miracles, they come get you without yelling at you on the phone. The next morning you are eating your Lucky Charms when both your parents walk into the room and inform you that you are grounded for the next week because you did not have a good plan to get home. 
”What!? That’s not fair!” you yell at them as you storm off to your room.
1) What is your initial thought or reaction to this story?

2) Was it wrong for you to ask for a later curfew? 
3) Where did your planning go wrong? 

4) Do you think the parents are being fair or just? 

5) What could you have done to be more responsible?

6) Do you think it was okay to respond with “That’s not fair!”?

7) Why is it hard to trust people when they are not responsible?

Conclusion:

Have each group share their story and what they discussed. 

Wrap up by talking about how each person is responsible for their own actions and even if you believe it is “unfair” there is always something you could have done to change the situation or not enter into the situation. Honesty and planning are two HUGE parts of responsibility and it is impossible to be responsible with out being honest and being someone who plans or thinks ahead.
Story of Adam and Eve: Gen. 3:12-13
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In the end they ALL experienced consequences for their actions. Passing the blame does not excuse us from actions. 

Luke 16:10

Those who are faithful with little will be faithful with much. Those who are NOT faithful with little will not be faithful with much. 

People who win the big time lottery are often bankrupt within the first 5 years from winning!!!! Millions of dollars are wasted and people are in jail, in HUGE debt ($1 million plus) because they did not know how to handle money. They were not responsible with the little they had and it showed when they were given more to manage. 

What do you need to change in your life to be a responsible person? Do you struggle with lying? Stealing? Cheating? Dishonesty? Gossip? Negativity? Greed? Laziness? Following rules? 

I can guarantee you this: until you learn to be responsible for your own actions and don’t pass the blame off on other people you will never hold a job for any length of time, you will never be able to save money for important things in life, you will always be wanting someone else’s life. 

Responsibility is a ladder that begins with small things and progresses toward something bigger, NOT the other way around. You will fail if you are given to much to handle. Are you willing to take the steps necessary to progress up the ladder so you can be where you want to be?

Prayer/Song:

“Hosea”-  Shane and Shane
