Honesty and Integrity

Big Idea:


The dishonest choices we make today often have consequences that hurt us later in life. If we live a life of honesty and truth no one will be able to say anything bad about us. 

 (Titus 2:8 “Speak an accurate message that cannot be condemned. Then those who oppose us will be ashamed because they cannot say anything bad about us.” GOD’S WORD Translation) 
Intro:

Discuss:

Do you like when people lie to you, cheat you, or are dishonest with you?

What does it mean to "live a lie."?
Is it easy to “live a lie” or is it hard? Why or why not?

What does the word “honesty” mean? Define it for me:
Merriam-Webster Dictionary
a: fairness and straightforwardness of conduct b: adherence to the facts
Transition sentence:


Living life with the weight of your lies on your back is not fun at all. I am speaking from personal experience too. I am going to tell you a story about how I began to “live a lie” and the long term consequences that have stemmed from my dishonest decisions. 

My Story:
There is a Russian proverb that say “With lies you may get ahead in the world - but you can never go back.” I have found that to be very true. As some of you may know, I failed my last class of my senior year of college. I didn’t graduate with my friends, I didn’t get a graduation party (that was already planned), and I had to explain to my parents, friends, and girl-friend that I had failed a class. It totally sucked! I was mad at myself for letting my grades slip so badly that I had failed. 
I had plans to go to graduate school and get my masters but without an undergraduate degree I couldn’t apply or take classes! I talked to my teacher and he said I could take the class as a summer independent study class at the camp I was working at so I could start graduate school in the fall like planned. The class wasn’t offered to any other students, only me. He did me a HUGE favor by letting me do the independent study. The only thing he required of me was that I find someone to hold me accountable and be in the room when I did my tests. The homework was to be mailed in and sent to him via snail mail with the understanding that I wouldn’t cheat or look at all the answers from my corrected workbook (the book I had for the class I failed). I told him I would do those few things for him, and I meant it with my whole heart when I told him that. I wanted to fix the mistake I had made so I could continue on with life. 

Well, I got to the camp and told my professor to send the tests to a friend at the camp so he could watch me take them. Have you ever been in a situation where you could either do the right thing making life harder on yourself, or you could do the dishonest/wrong thing and make life a LOT easier on yourself for the time being? Like, you know what you should do, but you don’t want to do it because its going be tough and maybe even take a lot of work? That’s the place I found myself. See, I hadn’t told the guy who was going watch me take the test that they were coming to him. He didn’t know anything about my class or what I needed him to do. So, I did the dishonest thing and took the manila envelope from his mailbox when it came. He had no idea I had just used him for my own dishonest gain. So far though, I had gotten away with it and no one was the wiser. That decision began to force me to “live a lie”. I took the tests and sent them back in as if he had done it. If I didn’t know an answer to a question I would look it up in my book and cheat to pass. 
I don’t want to know how many of you have cheated on a test or ANYTHING in school, in a game, or whatever, but I know for a fact that we have all been in that place at some point in our life. 

Well, to make a long story short, I ended up completing everything I needed to in order to pass the class. When I got my grade and found out I was done with the class it was very relieved. I didn’t have to lie anymore and I didn’t have to cheat. That chapter was closed in my life. No one had every found out and I wasn’t going to tell anyone because they’d think of me differently if they knew I was a cheater and liar. Have you ever felt that way? Like you can’t tell anyone what you’ve done because you know they’ll think differently about you? I didn’t like myself, I constantly thought about what I’d done, and I even hated getting my degree in the mail. I looked at it and it brought back all the feelings I had experienced during the summer. 
Bible Story:

Gen. 27 Jacob, Esau, and the Blessing

- Isaac asks Esau to prepare him a meal so he can eat and then give him a blessing (turning the whole family over to him as the leader and owner of everything)


- Rebecca hears this and tells Jacob to dress up like his brother and go in and get the blessing instead


- Jacob does and the father ends up blessing him instead of the older brother who was supposed to get the blessing


- After Jacob leaves Esau walks in and finds out what happened and freaks out because the blessing is gone and there is nothing left for him


- Jacob has to leave and move away because his life is in danger


- Later on in life, when both are adults and grown up with families and such, Jacob goes back to Esau


- Jacob is very afraid for his life and sends a lot of gifts and things to Esau to try to smooth things over


- The consequences of his dishonest actions followed him for a long time, even as an adult, to the point where he couldn’t even see his own brother

What’s the point of the story? The point is, Jacob’s actions were dishonest and while he may have received the family blessing he couldn’t enjoy any of those blessing because he had to leave and go somewhere else without ANY family in order to spare his life. There were immediate consequences for his actions as well as long term consequences. He lived in fear of his brother and didn’t want to see him again because he was afraid he would kill him. 

The summer of 2003 will always be the summer I cheated on my class and was dishonest toward my friends, family, and teacher. Even though I asked Maggie to marry me that summer I still think of what I did in cheating BEFORE I think about getting engaged. That is my first thought. It’s sad and kind of depressing to think that one of the happiest days of my life will forever be overshadowed by my selfish, crappy, and dishonest decision to cheat. That is why I like the Russian quote I shared in the beginning because it so totally expresses what I am going through. I got ahead and moved on to other things, but I can NEVER go back and redo what I did. My actions are completed and in the past. I can’t change them. The truth remains the same, no matter how I try to excuse it away. 

If you remember only ONE thing this whole night I would want you to remember this one thing: 

The dishonest choices we make today often have consequences that hurt us later in life. If we live a life of honesty and truth no one will be able to say anything bad about us. 

You may think since my teacher doesn’t know that I cheated that I got away with it but when I was dishonest and untrustworthy that summer I didn’t hurt anyone but myself. I didn’t hurt my teacher because he trusted me and didn’t know what I was doing. I could have potentially really harmed my relationship with the friend who was supposed to watch me take the tests because he would have felt used and lied too. And ultimately, I hurt myself because I had to live a lie the whole summer, and even now I am still living with the consequences of my dishonesty.

(Titus 2:8 “Speak an accurate message that cannot be condemned. Then those who oppose us will be ashamed because they cannot say anything bad about us.” GOD’S WORD Translation) 

The Bible says that our speech should be accurate and honest because if it is than no one will be able to say anything bad about us. That sounds awesome! What if no one at school could call you a liar, a cheat, dishonest, or anything else negative because you have demonstrated to everyone else that you are a person of integrity, honestly, and character. I hope that can be said about me. I know there are times I fail and fall on my face, but each time I fall down I reach up and ask for God to forgive me and He takes my hand and helps me stand back up on my feet again. 

I want to challenge and encourage you tonight to think about the dishonest decisions you have made over the past week, month, or year. You may not be able to go back and redo what you’ve already done but you can make a decision to change the future. Cheating and lying to get ahead or pass a test may give you the desired results for the moment but in the end you will become to trapped by your lies and cheating that your only way to survive is to keep lying and cheating until your whole life becomes one big messy web of lies. Our actions do have future results and consequences. The question becomes, what decisions are you making? What kinds of consequences are you setting yourself up for? 
GIVE EVERYONE A RUBBERBAND- “When you stretch the truth, watch out for the snapback.”  ~Bill Copeland
Every time you look at a rubber band I want you to remember that when you lie and are dishonest you stretch the “rubber band” and it’s only a matter of time until it snaps back and you suffer the consequences of your decisions. 

Prayer:
I am going to play a song now and show you some quotes on the screen. I want you to read the quotes and think about them because I don’t want us to walk out of this room the same way we walked it. I want each one of us to be different. I want us to be committed to changing the dishonest decisions we make each day. 
PP quotes and verses to show during the closing song: 

Tit 2:8  Speak an accurate message that cannot be condemned. Then those who oppose us will be ashamed because they cannot say anything bad about us.
Truth exists; only falsehood has to be invented. (George Braque) 
http://www.quotegarden.com/honesty.html
