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Chaska TreeHouse Talk

Blown out of Proportion

Big Idea:

God hates it when we oppress or stereotype people because He has a heart for the oppressed.
Intro:

PP Slide

What is “labeling”?

Example: you are upset with someone for something they did and you take that anger and apply it to their whole race, group, clique, or ethnicity and became angry, bitter, or upset whenever someone “like them” enters the room 
It is something we all HATE and yet often find ourselves doing. 
I want to tell you a story tonight about a man who took stereotypes and labels for a race to an extreme point, but maybe not much further than some of us in this room have taken it. 
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Hamen was a political leader. He was very influential and had a lot of power. Hamen wasn’t part of a democratic society like we are today, rather, he was part of a kingdom, ruled by a king (duh!?). By hard work and timely promotions, Hamen had moved up to second in command in the kingdom.
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Have you ever seen an Asian movie where part of their greeting was a bow? It symbolizes respect and honor. Well, everywhere Hamen went people would bow down before him. When he walked the streets people would bow down and honor his position and his authority. All this power and authority started to get to Hamen’s head and he began to really enjoy watching people bow to him.
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One day, he was entering the palace when he noticed that one man did not bow when he passed by. Confused, he asked the man why he didn’t bow down. The man replied by saying he would not bow down because his God told him not to bow down to anyone else but Him. Well, his answer didn’t really make Hamen feel any better but it was only one person so he could live with it for now. 
Hamen’s wife and friends tried to tell him not to worry about it because it wasn’t a big deal but the more Hamen thought about it the more upset and angry he became. The worst part was this man was the door keeper so every day he had to pass him and soon all he began to notice was the ONE person who wouldn’t bow. 
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The door keeper was a foreigner. He was not a native to the kingdom so as soon as Hamen found that out he decided he was going to take this anger and frustration out on all the people who were from the same decent as the door keeper! He took a small issue and let it grow and grow and grow until it was all he could think about! Then he let his emotions and feelings allow him to label and stereotype EVERYONE who was like the door keeper. 
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Hamen began to make plans for the door keeper to be killed in his own back yard so he could watch it all happen! He had a HUGE gallows built for the door keeper and sent out a decree that on a certain day ALL the people with this same racial, religious and ethnic background be killed and their stuff be given to whoever killed them. 

The whole time this is happening God is watching and hurting for these oppressed people. God has a heart for those who are being beaten down, who are being oppressed. He isn’t a God who is far away and not involved with us. He is near and active in our lives. 

Here are some Bible verses that describe God’s heart for the poor and oppressed:
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"He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord" (Prov. 19:17).

"’He defended the cause of the poor and needy, and so all went well. Is that not what it means to know me?' declares the Lord" (v. 16, emphasis added)

Proverbs 31:8-9 says, “Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the right of the poor and needy.”
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"He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap; he seats them with princes and has them inherit a throne of honor." 1 Sam. 2:8
The last verse I read is very encouraging and truthful because what God says He will do, He does. Let’s finish the story about Hamen the door keeper. 
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So the fateful day is set for all these people to die, including the door keeper. The day before Hamen’s plan was to be put into action some really strange things happen that he had NO idea could even happen. 

1. The door keepers niece just happens to be married to the king and she tells the king about Hamen’s plan!!!! 

2. The king doesn’t want his queen to die to he gets mad at Hamen and has him hung on the gallows he had built for the door keeper!

3. The uncle of the queen, the door keeper, is promoted from low level guy to second in command (he took Hamens position)

4. All the people who were going to be killed on the assigned day were given weapons so they could defend themselves, and as a result no one was killed!
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Let me read the verse I just read a minute ago again.  

"He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap; he seats them with princes and has them inherit a throne of honor." 1 Sam. 2:8
God’s words are true. His heart hurts for those who hurt and are oppressed by others. Hamen had devised a plan to get back at the door keeper for not doing what he wanted him to do and it TOTALLY backfired.

If you are struggling with anger toward someone who is different than you take this story as a lesson to learn from because there is no way we can expect to intentionally hurt someone and knock them down without expecting to suffer the consequences of our actions before God. The Bible says vengeance is MINE, I will repay (meaning God). Let him take care of it.
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Finally, Jesus came to the earth and hung out with the social outcasts and “misfits” because those are the ones who’s hearts were open and searching for the truth, not those who think they’ve got it all figured out. 
Jesus was made fun of and questioned for hanging out with the prostitutes and unclean people of the day. All the “socially acceptable” people questioned his motives and his heart but Jesus told them that His mission, His purpose was to reach out to those who were being oppressed and shut out by society. 
My challenge to you today is this:
Are you someone who has a heart for those who are oppressed or not “in your group”? Do you find it hard to cross the lines and interact with someone who is different than you? Do you label certain people at school because you’ve had a bad experience with someone who is from their same race, ethnicity, or religion? It’s hard not to slap those labels on and think of ourselves as better than they are but when we do that we oppress them and begin to identify ourselves with Hamen and his anger and emotions. 
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What are you going to choose? Compassion and a heart that hurts when others hurt or a heart that is angry and hardened to the pain and oppression of others. 

Are you like Hamen or are you pursuing a heart like Gods?

Closing Song:
Prayer:

