What’s your perspective on suffering and hardship?

Summer 2007
Hi all! A lot has happened in my ministry recently here at TreeHouse. I have slowly begun building my careload of guys, have been added to the teaching rotation for Going Deeper on Thursday nights, and have been able to get involved with more TreeHouse activities.

I also have been encouraged lately with how some of the guys have opened up to me. It is a HUGE responsibility to be trusted with such personal information, but it is also very rewarding to know they trust me that much. A meeting with one young man has really been on my mind lately.

On a one-to-one with 10th grader Joel I asked him this question: “If you could change one thing about your life, what would it be?” He stared at his DQ Blizzard for a minute and I could see the wheels turning in his head. Then, using direct eye contact he said, “I would have all my problems go away and I would be able to have a successful, problem-free life. No more struggling and painful change.” What an enormous request! The last part of his response has stayed with me since he said it over a month ago. It has helped me re-evaluate the way I view my life. What do I complain about? What do I think to be “unfair” in life? 
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For so many of our TreeHouse kids struggle and pain are a part of everyday life—unlike most of us whose pain and struggle typically end after a few days or even weeks. Do you know what some of these kids would give for their pain and struggle to end? Many of them attempt to end their suffering through various coping methods. 
In early April we had a teen suicide attempt. To our relief he was unsuccessful and landed in the hospital for a few days of evaluation and treatment. These kids are willing to give up much to relieve their constant hurt. Thankfully we have a message that will end their search for relief. That message is the Gospel of Jesus Christ!
I hope you are challenged, as I have been, to re-evaluate the way you view your life and the pain and struggles you deal with daily. A broader perspective is necessary to get an accurate picture of what is truly taking place in our lives. I also hope you are encouraged to know that TreeHouse kids are able to hear the message of Christ and healing during an important period in their lives. 

Thank you all very much for your prayers and financial support! God is using you in an awesome way as struggling teens are shown the place of healing and grace at the feet of Jesus. I appreciate everything you do! Enclosed in this letter is a card for summer sponsorship gifts. Any money donated with that card is used directly by me to help offset activity costs for kids who do not have the resources to pay for an activity at TreeHouse. 
I would ask you to pray and consider giving above and beyond what you are already giving. God uses these summer activities and trips in awesome ways and I would love to have you be a part of it. Keep up the good work! 

With gratitude,
Dan Schmoyer

Loving kids... bringing hope... transforming lives


















